
 

 

 

Dates for your Diary: 

Fri 18 Feb: last day of half 

term 

21-25 Feb: HALF TERM 

Mon 28 Feb: Back to 

school 

Thurs 31 March: FLCs 

Mon 4 April: Rainbow Day 

and FLCs 

 

Newsletter – Wednesday 9 February 2022 

Current COVID-19 cases in school: as of today, we currently have 18 

positive COVID-19 cases within Rec (8), Y1 (2), Y2 (1), Y3 (1), Y4 (4), Y5 

(1) and Y6 (1).   

Family Learning Conferences: dates for your diary.  Our Spring term 

Family Learning Conferences (parent evenings) will take place virtually 

on Thursday 31 March and Monday 4 April, 4-7pm.  Further details 

will come out nearer to the time with links to allow you to book your 

virtual appointments. 

Kitchen assistant temporary position: We are looking to appoint a 

temporary kitchen assistant for approximately 8 weeks to cover within 

our kitchen.  Date of start will be around 5 March with an induction 

period prior to this.  Hours: 9-2pm.  Hourly rate, £9.25. 

Key responsibilities: 

 Ensuring the food preparation areas are clean and hygienic 

 Washing utensils and dishes and making sure they are stored appropriately 

 Sorting, storing and distributing ingredients 

 Washing, peeling, chopping, cutting and cooking foodstuffs and helping to prepare salads and 

desserts 

 Disposing of rubbish 

 Cleaning the food preparation equipment, floors and other kitchen tools or areas 

If you are interested, please request an application form from the school office, closing date Wednesday 16 

February 2022 (admin@exminsterschool.co.uk) 

ESA School Lottery: This month’s winner of the school lottery is number 52 Ben Davis. Congratulations! 

Teaching and Learning Focus: KiVa (Years 3-6) In addition to PSHE lessons, classes in KS2 are following the 

KiVa anti-bullying programme as part of our school’s participation in the Stand Together Research Trial run 

through Exeter University. KiVa is an anti-bullying program that has been developed in the University of 

Turku, Finland. This programme is now being trialled in 15 schools linked with Exeter University and there 

are some other schools linked to 4 other universities around the UK that are part of the UK trial of this. The 

program is evidence-based which means that the effectiveness of KiVa has been proven scientifically. KiVa 

offers a wide range of concrete tools and materials for schools to tackle bullying.  The lessons include a wide 
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and varied range of activities and resources including whole class discussions, small group discussions, role 

plays, videos, images, games and exercises. The following aspects of the KiVa programme will be covered in 

KiVa lessons during the Spring term: 

Years 3 and 4 (Unit 1) Years 5 and 6 (Unit 2) 

Difference is richness. 

- Ways of taking others into consideration. 
- The importance of taking others into 

consideration. 

- Identifying positive characteristics in 
themselves and others. 

Hidden forms of bullying behaviour. 

- Understanding what hidden bullying behaviour 
is. 

- Knowing what cyberbullying is. 
- Knowing how to protect themselves from 

cyberbullying. 

There is no bullying at a KiVa school. 

- Understanding what bullying is. 
- Understanding what being bullied may feel like. 
- Knowing the common consequences of being 

bullied. 

Consequences of bullying behaviour. 

- Understanding what being bullied may feel like. 
- Knowing common consequences of being 

bullied. 

- Understanding the effect of being bullied 

We will not join in with bullying behaviour. 

- Understanding who ‘bystanders’ are. 
- Thinking about the behaviour of themselves 

and others in bullying situations. 

- Understanding that it is everyone’s 
responsibility to reduce and prevent bullying 
behaviour.  

Group involvement in bullying behaviour. 

- Thinking about their own attitude to bullying. 
- Noticing other people’s attitudes to bullying. 
- Understanding when people’s actions in public 

may not reflect their real attitude (peer 
pressure). 

- Knowing different roles in bullying situations. 

A child who has had bullying behaviours targeted towards 

them needs your support. 

- Identifying ways to support people who may 
have had bullying behaviour shown towards 
them. 

- Understanding that small actions make a 
difference. 

Confronting bullying behaviours. 

- Identifying ways to support. 
- Understanding that small actions make a 

difference. 

 

Love reading for kids: link to their latest newsletter with book reviews and recommendations: 

https://clicks.lovereading.co.uk/v/clY/U2RRFlSCGDj6UCCjQVIeqQ/35a399ad 

Remote learning for children who are isolating due to COVID-19: please be aware that there will be 

learning available on Seesaw/Google classroom for your child, the day after their first absence.  This work is 

only for children who are isolating due to testing positive for COVID-19, not for general illness.  If your child 

is ill with COVID-19 we would not be expecting them to complete the work.  If your child is generally ill and 

absent from school, we would not be setting remote learning. 

Could you be our next Book Buddy? Our children really enjoy reading out loud to adults. We have a small 

team of Book Buddies who listen to children read once a week across different year groups. We would love 

to expand this fabulous team.  

https://clicks.lovereading.co.uk/v/clY/U2RRFlSCGDj6UCCjQVIeqQ/35a399ad


 

 

 

Do you have an afternoon, or an hour, to spare? Do you like sharing books with children? You could be who 

we are looking for!  If you would like to know more, please contact Mrs Fuller 

via admin@exminsterschool.co.uk with your contact details.  

Child Assault Prevention (CAP): every 2 years, we buy in the support of the CAPs team to work with children 

across the school.  They are an organization that focus on developing children’s understanding of being safe.  

They do a series of 3 workshops with the children to give them key messages about being ‘Safe, Strong and 

Free’.  The workshops are designed to build children’s confidence and self-esteem, they are lively and fun. 

They teach children knowledge and strategies to deal with some of the more difficult aspects of growing up.  

They will discuss keeping safe around bullies, the internet, strangers and known adults at an age appropriate 

level from Reception to Year 6.  We would like to invite you to a parent session where you can find out more 

about the work of the CAPs team on Monday 28 February 5.30-6.30pm.  To book your place, fill out the 

google form: https://forms.gle/X1iCzTPDoip7dXxS7 Please note this session is not suitable for children to 

attend.  

ESA Photography Competition: Calling all budding photographers! This February half term children have the 

opportunity to take part in the ESA photography competition. Enter and be in with a chance to win some 

yummy prizes. Details are included in the poster attached. 

Whole School Gymnastics Competition: Over the next few weeks there is an opportunity to take part in a 

gymnastics competition for all children from Reception to Year 6.  The staff are all going to be having a go, so 

keep an eye out for the release of their videos! All the information can be found here 

https://exminster-primary.devon.sch.uk/curriculum/subjects/pe/gymnastic-competition  

The aim is to choose the routine best suited to your ability and then record yourself completing the routine 

and then send it to us using the details below, with your name and class. Every entry will be awarded a 

certificate.  Our aim is for every child to take part as part of our active school incentive.  

For those children in KS2 who wish to compete at Dawlish College, Mr Pinnock and I will be selecting 

students from each year group and level to represent our school at Dawlish Community College in April. If 

you wish to be considered please make this clear when sending in your entry.  

Due to the data size of emails please send via the platform https://wetransfer.com/ (This is a very user 

friendly platform which is helpful for sending large video files). Entries must be sent 

to pe@exminsterschool.co.uk The closing date is Wednesday 2nd March 2022. 

Please ensure that you supervise children when watching the gymnastic videos on youtube.  Enjoy! Mrs 

Barr   

Autism Awareness Parent Programme free for Devon parents/carers: The programme is for parents/carers 

of Devon primary and secondary school children, pre or post diagnosis. 
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Access is for families of Children and Young People (CYP) who are currently on the autism assessment 

pathway, in addition to families of CYP who have received an autism diagnosis. 

Attending the Autism Awareness Parent Programme gives parents and carers an opportunity to develop 

their understanding of autism and look at practical solutions to managing and supporting presenting needs. 

4 weekly ‘live online’ sessions (approx. 2hrs each, 10am – 12noon) related to the following topic/themes: 

1. Autism Overview (11 Feb) 

2. Communication (18 Feb) 

3. Understanding and Supporting Behaviour (4 Mar) 

4. Sensory (11 Mar) 

Apply direct by email to: LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com  

https://www.devon.gov.uk/schcomms/sc/022022-7967/LDP-LearnerSupport@babcockinternational.com


 

 

 

 


